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The Year of Trinmph,
W hen the year G dawned npan us, onr holidny

Shertan |
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Yankee ecldiers; YDick  Taylor was roving
throngh Alebama trying to keep ont of o fight,
end our own Canby was prepuring for an nssanlt
upon Mobile. The cleetion of President Lincoln
b showy to the world that the North wasresolute,
piited, stern—-not dispored fo regard the war os
—and determined 1o fight out the battle
dnder the seiie leader,  We know now how much
that detormipation had to do with depressing the
Southern hoart ! ‘The Richmond leaders lll“:'fuil‘ld
of guceess, The prowonal vigan of My, Davis opened
oning all bope of trinmph, and

“a fetnre

the yuewr by

openly adsi ol ki the Confederaey was exhinist-
[, " Shorman bt proved this by marching -anop-
pased thesch the o heat districts of the Sonth,

[ose who owped i1 Confedersey were willing to
Eoedl it on 2y Jier thin necept bankrupt-
i Thvir st I wus Slavery, you if Lnge-
1, Fri Wy zed their indepen-

e tieae A liew wvanstdd wine dor slovery. tien. lao was

I lsws the pogro s pmsket and

put b it e Whis advice was sanetioned
[ by the Goverpor of Virginia, and was rapidly gain-

g on the Rebel Congress. Like the ufier to well
[ Slavery eut to Hranee, Enginndand Spain, bowever,
,'I:i e ;---:. Wi 1o uzTo thie me
L Ephiraim was wodided to iy i I1s, spd it omly re-
Linsiped for us to det him alone!

| Inetery respect, therefore, this year has Dioen o
‘Trivmph.. Prosident Lincoln began it by
apaviiling effort to wake peace.  The mis-
Blair wis timely and admirable. It
'showed 1o the world thint therd was no vindietive.
on the part of M1 Linceln and that the mog-
ity which led hin to offor an amuesty in thi
ol 1801, did not dosert. him when veusly
{le Sopth was in bis keeping, and his
were marching nnopposed 4 rough the heart
Lof the Confoderacy.  The conference st Hampton
| Roads, botween President Linedin and the repro-
sintatives of Mr. Davis, showed that while Mr.
Diavis might sell Slavery put 1o England, he would
not snprender it to the Norih as 8 condition of
peacr, and g0 the mission featoe to an end. Inthe
menstime we captured Fort Fisher and AVilming-
ton, und 1 the Patter part of January Sherman's
ariny started on its Carolina mareh,  These were
the mwost important events of January in & military
poitit of view., Boyond o vain attempt ou the part
of o few Tebel gonbonts to destroy onr supplics at
Uity Voint, the Rebels did nothing but act on the
defensive, On the Iast day of January, the
Il‘um nidment to the Constitution sholishing Slavery
was aldopted by Congross,

The Suuthern leaders in the beginning of Febru-
ory called upon Lee to gssame commind of the
| whole Rebed army, while Joc Johnston wis sent to
1t is mmnsing to notice that they
“a

caame too late,
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oppose Sherman,
o chunged their fing, the said fing haviog
eronnd of red and Blue saltier thereon.”  With the
pertinneity and superstitions lope of gamblers who
{ fnd the chanices against thom, they hoped to woo
Hortune by some childish propitiation,  Sherman
contipued his dreadfnl march, Lis army pussing over
Caroline, aving o terrible swath and destroying
Levery vestige of life and propesty. Tokeep Lee em:
| prayedand prepare more espocially for the final strug.
gle, Grant extended his lines to the left seme fourur
five miles, securing @ foothold on Hatcher's Run.
The Rebels disputed this moverment stubborely, but
Grant prevailed, und having ebtanetd s position
never viclded,  This was the heginping of the great
campiien.  The extension of Grant's Jines mede it
iuipossibie fur Lee to move without his permission
—espeeinlly preventing him from swinging off and
attacking Sherman.  Davis, finding destiny against
hit and Limnself ussnilod as the caume uf svary fail-
wire, coptioued to bid for Soathern rvmnpathy hy sac-
rificing his frionds and promoting the most popu-
Jar Rebe] leudore. o addition 1o the promotion of
Lee aud Juhuston, Breckiuridge waog mude Secretary
of War. Public meetings were held to fire the dy-
e cmbers of the lag-burping Sovthern heart.
Devis himself, stundiie on the hrink of yuin, de-
| clared thut if the s would only tight they
would eompel the Yankees “in less than twelve

T

montls” 1o petition for pedce npon their * owd
ters" v At this time pgold was selling  in
Richmond fur 4600, Geant wis strengihening
hi Nues, Sherman was  moving up towand

Chnrl aud Shoridiam was preporing for his
greut { Lorieston fell, Columbin was ocenpiod
atd burmed, Wiktnington was eaptured, and, ou the

{ Gk of Februney, Sheridag liegan Bis cavalry sunrch,
s delinat wititade of Daevis availed little iy the
thes

inking, sud tho rats were swiniing for e,
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Richmoad Ewgwiree of the day when Shendun
| started upbraided ** bnrge nnmbers of the Kebe!
Cun aho lind | their sents and returned

« glandonlng their conntry in the hourof

hi i
A i

I:..-| il. B roaminer, wilited by the gifted Immniel,
Pand votmp dipe an infloence in the Sguth greater
win that of Tinvie himsell, ainounced that *the

evnenstion of Wehmond would be the logs of gl
ul suthority towird the Confedenate Gov-
isintagration of the army, sud the
af the scheme of an independent
1 Canfederation, This continversy, we
’]m'.';- little donbt, settled the guostion of The evaei-
Ition of Richmond,  Davis was in favor of that
polleg,  He had wdvaneed the theary that, ** not
{the £all of Bichmoend, por Wilmivgton nor Charles-
Huu, wor Savannnh, nfe Mabile—norof all combined

~conld affect the issue of the present contest.’
CWhatever Duvis may bave thonght, howerer, be
{was not in 1he position to contend with the party
[ 1Lat The Brominer represepted—a party embracing

E,'iiu'.ll!jl f

pealul.-;:u were brightened with the fash of many | kneh men ws Lo, and Johnson, snd Breekinridge,
witorics. . Sherman hsd sent Sivanuuh 69 s Christs | ynd  Preor—and disposed 1o vegnrd the obetinsey
s pmngm to Presidont Vaneoln, and wes priopnrs | of the i';.-pidc-nl as the cause of oll the Sonthern
ang for s march wpon Charleston,  Gei. Hood's | woes,  He did not whaudon Rickhmond, heeanse
My, ooted by Tupmas, broken, destroyed,s was | he dared not—und in the meantime frant, und
2 ng PFI!l-m*'ll into Alubamn, and as & military | sherman, and Shoridun vers cloping around hin
:F::t:’:"::t‘ud ceunad '." exint, -\M'h"ﬂ-:-ln}'»nlln the West Lis power was Ilvr-tll»._t'l-d. Tu the
¥, Grant, by destroying Hood, bud won a ! fast, Johoston bad werely ihe wieek of Hood's

whice, and was. secordingly somuel aliead of Tee l..-_n*-,n‘ aud o tew puditimmen, Nothing retonived
fimnt % eavalry were tiding around Lee's lines of |t s wrmy, gl that scemed 1o be welting
y "qluu:::I“\l;.‘:“._.".l I:PMl'","l‘l--l_mi!nm!cmul depots | way through oor picket lines,  Desertess came o
! - Ntoncman wis 1idige iheough East Ton- | New-York by reguments! 1o the Rebw) Sepate n
1:.:&:::'3:,."""“ \'.r;:::;ia--n an sreand of devnsta- |,.- pesce party wis forming. Men Like Prvar
A Ii.,‘-‘L.g,,:;w,l“:;:.m-:‘.!‘.llfI‘Uh".r11 it the gallant | come bome from Northern prisons, apd their stories
Boo ri‘;-r '-l? ‘\!'w ::‘i.-‘--;."-lqli;:" ‘;‘;. chafing like ool the wedlth, thie the resolytion of the
Qe pa well is {-“lll‘.-‘ n'g wl : Y 1 ml!q. I“,? _h otoedr | Nurth, inade ! . '_ ot m'? o prov-
and CXPET AT expdifie I'. l“ 3 _'" :.!mmll'””"r !1'_‘“]' Lha. Rechmond 5o g Sk IMI'II" I.Iml“l,iu t
i“"“"!‘ullllt'lmr[, iithon to Fort Pisher, Grant, | theso men as * wesbal of whipped seeeders,” who
wished 1o Ceapitudate the couptry into Slavery aml

eronch it at the fontgtoal of Mr. Linceln.” Jae
was arged 1o pesote the powersof o dieator, The

iing
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y wis o Teasu Widpp then W m-l;l,;w,“p..‘..:_tpt.u;.,_l;-,,‘r.dg.i'u_s,tu-.tl\i. 4

adribune.

NEW-YOR

K, MONDAY, JANUARY 1, ISG6.

PRICE FOUR CENTS.

on the 7th of March, but made no impecssion npon
Lis lines, After fighting four days le retrested,
aud Sehofield marehed on 1o Goldshero, where he
was met by Gen, Sherman, Shermm had been
marching sixty-seven doys, Ilis wach was har-
rassed by Johuston'sarmy, Wheeler's cavalry bung
op lig flanks aud rear, but inflicted no damage.
At Ateryshoro’, on the 15th of Mareh, the Rebels
sttacked Lis leit wing, but were conpelied to re-
trent. At Bentousville Sherman wis agnin at-
tacked, losing thvee pune, after a severe fight,
Finding all of Johnston's army in his front, Sher-
way hulted and moved lis army up rapldly to gain
& position, In the meantime the shrilling and

Lis campaign.

nrmy between Lee and Johuston, and made 1t
possibile fop the Rebel leador tolesve Riehmond s

sod 0 ovr Western country prolope the w ar in-

defivitels.  Bofore Grant undertook the tesk of

Tennt 1o bisse (rom which he eonhd organize snoees
ful resistance. Sheridan started on his jovmey,
Leaviog Winchester he pushed dawg the Valley,
attacked Early ot Waynesborough, drove Lim
furicusly out of kis works, enpturitg 11 canton and
17 hatile-fags, instantly marched to Cherlottes.
ville, destroying ruilroads and bridzes seho went,
severed Ahefeommuuications between Rickmond
aud Lynebburg, tearing up rails, buming bridges
and stores, destroying the canal that sapplied Rick-
viond and Lew's nrmy with stores, threatening the
Rebel capital in force, crossing the Anna Rivers,
sud tially cawe down the Pamunkey to White
House, alter riding, bumming, fighting and de-
stroving shout 20 days,  Lee, evidently seeing
that be wes heromed ip, snd that Sheridan's tri-
umph over Ewrly had closed the door to any
retreat, wade a godden dogh st Fort Steeds
map, captured it, and turned ita  guns upon
our army, The intention of this brilliant menenver
wus to divide Grant's army, get into its rear, force
it to abandon itg lives, burn City Point, end then
either whip it in detail or retzeat toward Johnston,
Grapt wes not thus to be surprised.  The
fort was reteken t preat loss 1o both sides, and
onr line reoccupied.  To prevent another attempt
at an assault om  his right, Orant onlered en
sttack on the Kebels in front of Hatehers Run
—capturing the works defending the Bouthside
Raflroad,  This still further removed the City of
Petensbusg from Johnston and  destroyed Lee's
Iust chnuce of eBoape, A day or Two later President
Lintoln et Grant, Sheridan, Skerman, Meado, snd
Ord in consultation, &nd it was sgreed that the
time bad come to finish the business, On the 20th
of Merch the final movement Dbegan, under
Presidont Liseo'n's direction.  Wasten crossed
Hutehor's Run on the extreme left and enpeaged
the Nebels—assisted by Sheridan with an im-
mense eavalry force, who sssalled Loe's vight
flark. Ou the next day the left contivud to ald-
vanee—Teoling its way—until Chumberiain's Creek
or Five Forks was reached.
word, nod in the ustal style of that Ulustrious
comuarderrughed upon the epemy.  He made no
imp n, but was compelled to fall beck, 14 cop-
soquopoe of the wlleged tasdiness of Warren,
who failed 1o show his usoel enterprise. The fight-
ing continued for iwo deys,aud on April 1 8heridan
suceeeded in dsolating Loo's left from his main
ariny, turned it drove the enemy Trom e
works, captuted their puns spd turned then
apon thelr fiying colmnns, tuking 6,000 prisoners,
§ cannon, snd 8 battle-flagn.  ‘The success of the
third day established the success of the ievement,
and wade Richmond untenable. On the fourth
day Gen, Parko sttucked the line in front of Peters-
burg and captured the city, killing the celebrated
Rihel Genernl, A. P Hill,  On the fiftlf dny, April
3, Richmond wus vecupied by colored troops, wlile
the remainder of the army under Grant, Sheridan
and Meade whitled past the cliy on the track of
Lee. Richmond was a collection of honses, nnd
they did pot wapt it.  Leo's army was their Rich-
mond, sid g0 the purssit was continued, the merci-
Jese Sheridan in the advevce apnd Mesde with the
muin body of the army belind him, On the sixth
duy Sheriduy was nt Jettersviile, pressing Lee at
Awelia Conrt-Honse, and holding him nutil Meade
tame  np. On the seventh day, Sheridan
fell upon & grvat part of Lee's trains and destroyed
hem,  On the eighth day Meade, having come up
with Wright uml Humphreys aud joined Sheridan,
they sttucked Lwell ot Sailor’s Crevk, enptured him
and most of s commond, and destroyed other
triins of Loe at Dentonsville, taking 16 guus,  On
the ninth day Lee was driven to Appomattor,
pursoed, harassed, wssailed by Sheridan  und
Migde—losing wen, wogons and puns every Lour,
and bis army little more than o digorganized mob,
Waur wes actually becoming munler, as nothing
bt the rulns of an army remnined,  Grant wrote
to Lee anking the surrendor of his forces to slay
the effasion of Blood, On the tenth duy negotia-
tistions for surrender pended, Sheridan in the
weantime continuing the work of destruction,
capturing guos, wagons aud men, and giving the
epemy no rest.  On the eleventh day, being the
Oth of April, Lee surgendored what reamsiped of his
nriy, ond the grout militery organization of the
Rebeljon was persitted to dissolve, and its con-
weanders wed followers to go to their homes, “unot
to be disturbed by United States suthority so long
as they observe their parole anil the laws in force
where they may veside”  Three days later, an
order wasissued by the Seeretury of War, stoppiig
ol drafting snd recruiting, curtniling purehases of
arms and supplies, and opening the South to trade
and conimernce,

Pesve st lust! Never beforo had & people kuown
go much jor.  After the long vight of desolutivn
and debt and death, penee enpie with atl the beaely
of #n Aretic Summer morning after an Aretic
Winter night.  The nation was throbbing with the
cestuey of triumph and peace, prace wad upon,
penes nud wilitury supremacy, peace Al omaneds
pation ! Ged's ways uro mysterfons. The yeur of
Trigmph was not 10 be the year of Jug,  Oue wesic
after Loe's surrender, the President of the Usited
Srated wos asseangated by g Southerp dL.tp.-rldu,
and au sitempt made opon the lives of Mr. Joln.
wit, M. Seward sed (en, Gont, The Presidoni
lived Lut & few bonrs, and Andrew Jeluvson reigned
i e stend. 3 God bed intended to reboke iin
vepg for pride—evek for the pride of victory—and

Shoridan took eomie

We have spoken of the mifl of Sherdan, Wihen | remained but for the Unio
Grant ocenpied Hutelor's Kon be ipterposed his captured picces. On the
- | after Loo's surrender, Shermun Lad a conferenco it was defeated in the field.

l! with Johnston aud Breckinridge, st which the cele- :
overwheli Sherman,  There was the dunger, hows | hrathd © memorsndum,)” which attracted so 1ouch
over, thut be might metreat into Emt Tennessce, | attention, was drawn up.  This singular agreement

coet it down before his mojesty in Lumiliation and
geief, bo could have done uothing move terble
then to remove,in the hour of a nation’s exultation,
the nation's leader during all the glory and sadness
of these many werd, their companion, champion,
eouncilor and friend—the Moses of ¥Freedom, Ho
died with bis eyes upon the Prontleed Land. §

The surrender of Lea was followed by thatof
the other Rebel Generals, When Sheridan was
pressing Lee with pitiless eucriy, Sherman wes
warching on Jolneton frem Goldsboro, On the
1%k of April Stoneman coptured Salishury—the
nest day Raleigh surrendered to Kilpatrick, Wil-
son and his cavalry were riding into the Cotton

maguificent events transpiring in Viginia vided | States, canturing towns and villages. The geme

Lad been won—Lee hud sumendersd—and nothing
n leaders to pick up the
18th of April, nine days

wns the cause of mueh apgry discussion—some ol
the Government orgens at Washington, for in-

driving Lee out of Richmond it wasnucessary the | etgneo, hastening to insiuuete that Fherman acted
Rebel Teader shonld have no means of reteest, orad | disloyally. The prints of this pgreement were that

the Government should recognize the State Qovero-
mients; that where new States had beon formed the
Srppeme Conrt shonld decide upon their legality;
thut the iphabitacts were guarantiod the rights of
person and property, and all politieal nights snd
rranchises, Thissmingement, makine no allesion to
Slavery, was abriptly disevowed by the Presidentin
amemorandum written by Mr. Stanton. Among the
points of Mr, Stanton's memoranduni were these:
That Sherman's plan propesed to restore Rebel
suthority in the respective States; that it subjected
loval eitizens of Rebel States to debt conteactad by
Hebels in the name of the Stste; that it practicelis
sholished confiscation luws, and relioved Rebels
of every degree, who had slaughtered our peopl
from nll prins and penaities for their crimes, and
that It “pelioved Rebels from the presenee of ons
victories,” and left them in n condition to revew
their efforts to overthrow the United States Govern
ment, It is interesting—whon wo read over Sher-
man's memorapddm, and Stanton’s shript answer
to it—1o see that every evid that Stanton professed
to dread has heen grodonlly secepted by the Admin.
istration to which he belungs oa the Lusis of Becon-
struction. Shenman cime nearer the poliey of the
new President, than Mr. Stanton. The game was
over, however, and our succcssful chumplons went
on picking up their pleces, On Apnil 20, Mucon
was captured—Montgomery having surrendomd @9
Wilson, and Mobile to Canbpy et April 12—=Dick
Taylor ewccenitering his army to Canby on My 1,
and Kirby Smith on May 26—establishing peace from
the Potomae to the Rio Grande, and lesving no
Rebels in arns, On May 11, Jetferson Davis and
his famwily were coptured at Irwinsville. Jrthe
latter part of May, our armics were reviewed, ond
from that time gradually mustered ont.

War over, the work of peconstruction bLegan!

i

fair to record the brilliont smecesses of the war
withont noticiog a snecesa Yesa pretentious but
quite as voluable as any in the field. ‘When Gen.
Grant was arranging his lines around Petersburg,
Mr, Juy Cooke began the sele of the last §600,000,-
000 of the 7.30 logn. Upon the successful negotia-
tion of thizloan depended the results of the war
The success was sublime, The first week in May
eaw o subscription of §10,387,000, May 9, over
$15,000,000 were subscribed; the next duy the list
reached §17,000,000, On May 13, (memorable aa the
day when the last gun was fired in the Robellion,)
over §30,000,000 were subseribed, making nearly
£100,000,000 in four days, Sucecsses liko these,
creditable to the genius that planned them and the
national enthnsiasm that cerried them thromgh,
justified the remark of Mr, Orr of Sonth Caroling
| that the South wes defeated in the trepsury before

in forcign lands peace has reigned, Poor Schles-
wig-Holatein has been vescued from the cluteh of
Denmark only to be devoured by Prussin, The
{heir  of the forlorn Prince of Augostens

'berg, warned out of bis  kingdom by
the poliee, goes to London to mamy one
of Quern Vietoria® uuimerous daughiers and

receive & prineely pension. The rebellion in Po-
land was snppreseed, hut we occasionslly Lear of
the breiking out of loeal ingnrrections. The Ttalian
| question promizes soon to beeome one of interest,
| Nupoleon baving given tie Pope notice of his in-
tentlon fto quit the wily father of the faithfal,
hns been Jooking for comfort to the excommuni.
eated Vietor Emmunuel, and it wonld net surprise
unto see the Pope wenfing Lis triple erown as
the kire of all the faithful, aud Victor as King of
the 1tallans, sitting together on the Quirinal, The
stppesition that Spain will mekoe common eause
with the Pope in the event of Napoleon's retire-
mend dovs pot (righten us  Spanish conrage is

wlime when it ias Sen Domingo snd Pem for
fows, bt in en Tiakian adventure it can searcely be
trusted,  Italy haw no worse encmoy thon her
goit. Af her people are troe to themselves, und
ropress the potiy  jealonsies that so long have
Lalensted Tusean from Florentive and Lombard
from Neapulitan—when nvationsl dissensions are
ro longsr coused by the rival attractions of the
ravern-keepoers of Turiu and Florence—wao can ox-
peet national advancement, Russia hos been
stendily progressing, &ud now regches over I"""
electric henid to grasp Amedca. ~ THO  project
of n Gernan empire hse falled.  If the GQGer-
mans wane s mhioiland frée from o murrsin of beg.
*warly prinees (s crop of husbauds for royal dauh-
“gers of the Mouses of Brupswick ond Bourben)
they st light for it, France has been ab peace,
| The estrangemoent of the Emperor and his radical
consin jmade o great deal of possip, but hee
strengthoned the Empire instead of weakening it
It | o good thing to have & member of the fumily
on both aidey.  Whoever wins, tho property is al-
| ways in the family, Eogland has kept the peace,
end traded largely on her neighbor's misfortunes,

excitoment in

On April 2, all restrictions on commervé in the The dissolution of Parliament has strengthenad
South were abolished, In Kentuoky, on Moy 4, gil | the Liberal party by giving many of the boldest
gnerrillas were culled upon to surrender, of be |sud most gifted of tho radicals seatsin that body.
trouted as outlaws, On May 9, the President * de- | The death of Palmerston eloars the decks, iy a sense,
clared all armed resistance to the Government's | for s fair £ bt, and we may expect great excite-
suthority at an end,” snd directed the umutof:rm-:ma favoref reform and the ballot. InCobden,the
tebel cruisers as pirates.  On Muy 27, all sentunces world hus lost one of the purest and ablest of the

for a period ““during the war'’ wers remitted. May
2, eawme the Prosidential proclamation of amnesty
ot panlon, omitting from the act of grace all who
had left Congress, resigned from the Army or Navy,
or left judieial stations; all who had eruelly treated
GUF Prisiicss; «= hgd been edueated at the national

echools, or had been SUlte Govertors, or | thut exist only by sufferance—like mice in search op

engaged in raids from Canada, o on board Kebel
privateers; snd all whose property was over 20,000,
On the same day, W. W, Holden was made Pro-
visional Governor of North Caroling, with instrue-
tions to preseribe the rules and regulations necesgary
for calling n Couvention, o as to formn s new Con-
stitution, and reopening courts, post-offices and
revetiue agencies, On June 13, Wm, L. Sharkey
wos appointed Governor of Mississippi,  June 16,
James Johnson was made Governor of Georgis, sud
A, ). Hamilton Governor of Texas, On June 21,
Lewis E. Parsons became Governor of Alabama,
July 1, B, F. Perry was made Governor of Bouth Caro-
lina. OnJune 21, the Virginia Legislatare began its
work of recopstruction by abolishing the “* Alexau-
dris onth” as o test of citizensbip, aud adopting
the United States osth of allegiance, June M, the
Prosident anpounced in & conversation with cer-
tuin delegates from South Carolinn that no recon-
struction would be perfect unless Slavery was abol-
ished in good faith, Auvgust 19, Gov. Sharkey of
Mississippi issned an order for the organization of
the militin. The order was conntermanded by Gen,
Slocum, but perinitted by the President,  Gen
Slocum probably remembered Stanton’s reprimand
o Sherman, and wanted to do nothing toward *the
restorntion of Rebel anthority in theirrespective
Mtates,”  September 15, South Carolina repealed
the crdinunce of Secossion, while, September 23,
Aluhains stolished Slavery. Other States followed
the exntnple, and, October 12, & proclamation with-
drawing martla) law from Kentueky was published,
As the Southern States “recoustructed” themselves
on the principle of returning to the Union with as
much power as they could retain, and making ne
fow concessiong as possible, the President was
copstrained to annonnee, on October 18, ** that be-
fore apy Stato cotld Lope to be sdmitied to the
I nion every dollar of the Rebel war debt mast be
ropudiated.”  1u consequence of this opinion the
Conventions obeyed the President and repudisted
the delit, g8 they wounld have obeyed him in any
request ho lnd seen proper to make, In all
the Southern eloctions the people took paing to de-
fent suy condidate who bod about him the suspi-
clon of & Presidential preference. The President
soommed rother to resent the defent of Holden in
North Curoling, and directed him to hold his office,
bt afterward thought better of it, as, on Dee, 28,
Holdon was relieved,  The close of the year finds
the Southern States pretty generslly *recon-
strueted,”  Congress does not, however, find the
Presidentinl policy seceptable, for none of the re-
constructed Congressmen have as yet been ud-
witied to the floor,  Theso States now oceupy the
strungely avomslons position of being Common-
wenlths in the eyes of Mr. Johnsou sud Mr. Sew-
ard, and territories, or penitential commonwealths,
i the eyer of Congress. The formal announce-
mant that Shavery wis constitationelly abolished
wis wace o Dec, 18, It ereated littlo attention.

This wa ¢lose thie review of events in the United
Hepter dunig (ue peet yoor. I wes 19 be r:rw-e}v

-
.

'gons of wen, The death of Leopold weakens the
roval allinnoe of Europe. His good seuse and eonserv-
atism were o matoh for the cunning of Bonuparte.
Now, if ever, let the lion come down from the field
of Waterloo!  As Belgium, like Denmark, and
Turkey, and Greebe, belongs to the nationalities

.

o cat’s prw—it would be absurd to speculate upon
the future of that commonwealth,  Whenever the
lents ean agree the mice will be speedily manng-.
i'l Lo young king George has had a sorry time with
his Grovk pubjects, and, we believe, has sacrificed
Count Sponneck—his Polonius—to appease them,
Spein s, of conrse, on the borders of a revolution
I.—'l‘urkry is, of course, very slek—DBavariu is, of
| course, afraid the Josuits will return, and Ireland
| is, of course, about to rise for the hundredth time.
The Fenian rovolt has been fonght out in New York
urd not in Dublin, The Emperor of Austria is
| dealing sonsibly with Hangary, and shows himsell
s wise and prudent monarch.  Prussia is conrse,
ruflianly, despotic, a8 sho always is, and undor the
lead of Bistoark, the greatestdiplomatiss in Europe,
is grasping territorial power.

Returnipg to the Ameriean coutinent, wo find
Mexico in the hands of Napoleon, as representod
by an aminble young Arebduke named Maxivilian
siid an ** Ewperor "'—a number of unreconsimeted
Ribelg, and subgidiens of French, German and DBelgian
troops.  Juarez, the President of Mexieo,continues
to hold his position, and, slthongh his Government
from furce of circumstances i rather nomudic, bis
troops have gained wany trinmphs, and are still i
the field. Despairing of conquest by force of arms
or of being weleomed to tho heart of the Mexican
prople as s legitimate ruler, Maximilian hos signnl.
ized his relgn by the publication of decrecs which
for ferocity and injustice were never excelled by
Radeizky or Haynau, Weo presuma that if the
feoling in France strengiliens, and the sentiment.of
such men a3 Grant continues to bo s popularin
Americn as it is now, Maximilian will have an op-
portunity of receiving his next Now-Yent's calls ot
Trieste. The Central American Republics rewain
in their normal condition of anarchy ond civil
war., In San Salvidor o rebellion was ingugurated
by Barrlos,who was defeated, escaped to Nicaragua,
delivered up on condition that his life would
be spared, and, with South Americun perfdy
and promptness, immediately ehot, Cabinas
another rebel, was routed, and, wo presume, vis
wlso shot, In Pern the Spanish are still meking
trouble. Spain longs to see ber hannps agan
flosting over the conquests of Pizarro. Brazil is
ongnged ina war with the Argentine Confedorn-
tion, and ber Gen, Flores won two vory imporiant
viotories in allisnee with tho Uruguayuus. Chill
has been forced into & war with Spain, but we prr-
sune the interference of the copper-loviug powors
will compel a peace, especially a8 Spain is intense-
Iy wronz. The rebollion in Jumaics,” a8 it is
culled, s ono of the mest appallipg events of wod-
orn times. I ax oppressed English colony, % here &
small aristocracy eontrols a large lahoring popule-
tion, o foeling of discouteut is engendored by the
governing powers, 4 riot takes place, and & few @n
are killed. Woise vigte in London have hoou con-
fined to & polico column! The Euglish Goverpor -
stantly arrests evesy liberal lender, execntes the

|

until about 2,000 are shot, and banged, and fogeed
to death. The * rebellion” bas crested an intense,
The Goveruor has beon re-
moved, and we presume there will be & demonstra-

tion on the Ministry when Perlisment meots,

The progress of the cholera ereated moch anxiety
mhins mth:mt;:.m Beginning l‘-u::;o, Arnbia, it

over the sou part of resching
Paris sud th England and the United
States. The Winter came nnd drove it away,
although wise men bid us look to our sewers and
highways and bewace of the Kpring. In the East
the Snez Canal haw partly succecded, mueh to the
delight of France. In the West, the Athantia
Cable has fuiled, to the great sorrow of the English.
The Indian troubles bave rather injured onr West-
ern Territories, but the tide of smigration roshes
with the fury of & Spring torrent gver the valleys
and prairies of the West into the placers and
gulches and canons of the golden Rocky Moun-
tains. The year ecloses npom 8 seeme of
unexampled prosperity, First among the putions
in the art of war, we are becoming first in the arts of
peace, During the past year, the wilderness has
blossomed like the roge; industry has overcome the
forests; streams bearing immortal nameg are ne
longer ted with blood, but tern mill-wheels and
float the produce of industry and enterprise. Hail-
roads are selecting and intersecting every district
of population and wealth. Towns have arizen ina
month; sod freed from the tension, the waste and
the fever of wer, American Manhood is again
rising in etrength and advancing to the consnmma-
tion of & free people's happincss and glory. May
God be thos good to us when we come ugnin to
wish cor friends a Happy New Year!

_— .-

The New Year,
The first day of the year stands asa religious
festival in the ealendar, both of the Chureh of En-
gland gnd the Chureh of Rome. Tt is the time of
merry-making throughout Christendom, and, al-
thoueh diferent pations have commenced theie
yesr ot different periods, its advent is alwaysa
signal for s genoral exchange of kind offices and
good wishes. In England this dates very far back,
for o plece of Roman pottery has been disintemed,
bearing an inseription which siguifies “a haypy
New-Year,'

The month Junuery 18 nomed—as all know—from
Janne, the Roman Ged, who presided over thig
period of time, Verstegen, i o book pablished in
1626, colled Resticution of Deaayed Intidligenee,
says this month was colled among the Sazong
Woig=Monat, or Wolt Month, becanse the wolves,
then so troublesome in the Islund of Great Britain,
wore impelled by hunger to come dows inte the
gettlements, aud the Governmnest, 10 €DEOUTUES
their destruetion, paid » Righ rewand for every
woll's head, )

In the old English writings, coupled with a reer-
tion of the festivities of Christmns, are also they
eports which ushered in the new year. Nor does
the bitinz atmosphere of the season escape potice—
an atmosphere often in our climate, whose frigidity
would ehill any other merriment than that whicl
brightens the holiday times.|

Tlhen cesne «|d Jannsey Wrapped well,
T many weods to knr the cold awsy,
Vet didd bim quake snd qaiver like to quell,

And blow his sayies to warw him If he may.”
|Epencer’s Fairie Qunene.

Dr. Drake in Shakespiare and M Times,
Hone, and others, give grfphie pictares of the fes-
tivities in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries,
when, say they, © rejoicings, presints and wishes
were nevessary things throughout all elasses, from
princes to peasants.”

There s 8 Latin poem of 1533, transiated by
Barnale Googe, which bas the following:

The next to this i New-Yoor's day,
Whereen to evry frende

They costly presents in do bring
And Kew-Yeur do wende

Then gifts the b %‘m’- hls wife

And father eke his o 3

Avud wanister on bils men bestowes

Th like with faver mild.”

‘Flirce hundred years Lave passed since thesn iineg
wore written, and still the old fashion of givit®
presents continues, for, however outward cirenme=
stances muy alter the condition of waz, bis heark
und Wections are in all ages the same,

Domestic lifo three hundred years ago, be it ree
membored, was very different from domestic life in
the nineteonth contury.

Lot us see it, a8 deseribed by those who bave hi-
vostignted sueh matters.

Ouly o fow yenra before sleeping nnd eating Lad
all been done in the same apartment, and so littla
was the retirement of & bed respected, that several
old engravipgs of that time (reprinted in a work on
Domestie Mauners, l'}' Miomas “’l’lghn rﬁpﬂ!!{'ll.
a visitor transscting Lis busivess by the bedside
befors the master and mistress Lave arisen; and
this visitor was no lgss o personage than & Bistopof
the Church.

In tho sixteenth contury, matters were slightly
modifled from what they Lid been, end something
liko privacy ins bedroom secured. The center of
the dwelling-house was now one great ball, aud
smallor ones were ranged on each side, which
gorved for sleaping snd cooking purposes, oF foe
store and lumber roots.

This hall was, in the sixtoenth eontury, the great
gathering place of the family. 1t was the scene of
frequent festivities, and a gollery for musiciang
was cousidered » necessary part.  The fire-pinee
often vcenpied the conter, Gg may be seen in old
engravings, particularly ope of the groat Hall, st
Penshurst, Kent, in ich were used iron dogs or
sudirons. Their uter -ils and conveniences wer
very fow and simple, Willinm Blakeson, pre-
bendinry of Durhawm in 1519, possessed in his hionse
oply “one payre of cobyrous and one payre of
tongys,” endJohn Bynley, & minor eanon, had
hishall *one vron ehimpey with & bake tback!, @
potre (poker), o tongys and spette (=pit).

A table was plaoed in the middle, with & beneh
on cach side.  There wils gometimes o cnpbosd,
oo or more chairs, and some cushions, kopt fot
distinguished guosts or Mdies.

The hall of Bertrant gon, a rich and dietin-
puished wmerehstt und. Alderman of Neweastles
upon-Tyne, was fu ruished, in 1570, as follows:

1o mbles, with table carputs (covers), three
hions, half a dozen greem

forme one dozen cus
culiionE, one conuter aud the carpet, two basinges

(husins), one chair and one little chair,” This
shows the rerity of chairs. )
In this contral apartruent the family assembled,
visitors were admitted, and the wandering minstrel
or juggler pet formed fur their entertaiumont, while
oals wors served.
U 1t was lighted at night with candles placed rousd
the Walls, or by o horp lautern on @ pvle at one
end, ‘Phuir breal “ist wag taken sbnui' 7 velock,
anid Hurrison says * with us the nobilitie sud gen-
trie doo ordinnrilic go to dinner #t eleven before
noone, anil suppor at five o ufternocne.”
Digner hegan with washing hoods, in ewers pre-
seted by the menials, for the redgron m: highinand
low uged fingers fur forks, ghich were introduced
from Ttaly at w Y
One salt-oollar was
tuble, ‘Ube high-born guests ware
end, where sat the waster, And the i
pondants at the othep—henco the phiksé

piiced i the widdle of iba
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weat enigent, and gontigies the work of vengeaLee
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